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Planning and Building Act (2010:900)

Municipal responsibility

Chapter 1. Section 2. 

Planning the use of land and water areas in accordance 

with this Act is a municipal responsibility. 



Planning and Building Act (2010:900)

Land that is suited for the purpose

Chapter 2. Section 5. 

In planning, … , built environment and construction works 

must be located on land that is suited for the purpose, 

with regard to: 

1. the health and safety of people; 

2. land, rock, and water conditions; 

…

5. the risk of accidents, flooding, and erosion 



Planning and Building Act (2010:900)

Supervision of municipal decisions 

Chapter 11. Section 10. 

…

The County Administrative Board must re-examine the 
municipality’s decision if the decision can be assumed to 
mean that: 

1. …

…

5. a development will be unsuitable with regard to 
people’s health or safety, or to the risk for accidents, 
flooding, or erosion. 

Chapter 11. Section 11. The County Administrative 
Board must repeal the municipality’s decision … if the 
decision has such import as is indicated in Section 10.



National assessment on climate

adaptation

• Assessment suggestion: Politics on a 

national level need to address what 

future we should adapt our society to 

and what risks are acceptable.

• Response from government: No, we 

don´t agree. Not necessary to decide 

on a national level what risks are 

acceptable. Instead we give you 9 

guiding principles. 



National strategy on adaptation to 

climate change – Guiding principles

Risk management:

• When high risk, precautionary measures should 

be adopted

• When there is a “serious danger” of substantial 

damage to infrastructure and buildings - with 

high cost as a consequence - climate adaptation 

measures should be designed to handle 

scenarios with “very low probability”. 



What is “very low probability” when it 

comes to sea level rise?

IPCC, 2013: Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 2013: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Fifth 
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Stocker, T.F., D. Qin, G.-K. Plattner, M. Tignor, S.K. Allen, J. Boschung, A. 
Nauels, Y. Xia, V. Bex and P.M. Midgley (eds.)]. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA. 

the following terms have 
been used to indicate the 
assessed likelihood of an 
outcome or a result:
likely 66–100% 



New research and new reports after

IPCC 2013

USGCRP, 2017: Climate Science Special Report: Fourth National Climate Assessment, Volume I [Wuebbles,
D.J., D.W. Fahey, K.A. Hibbard, D.J. Dokken, B.C. Stewart, and T.K. Maycock (eds.)]. U.S. Global Change
Research Program, Washington, DC, USA, 470 pp., doi: 10.7930/J0J964J6



Sea level rise in US Climate Science 

Special Report

USGCRP, 2017: Climate Science Special Report: Fourth 
National Climate Assessment, Volume I [Wuebbles,
D.J., D.W. Fahey, K.A. Hibbard, D.J. Dokken, B.C. Stewart, and 
T.K. Maycock (eds.)]. U.S. Global Change
Research Program, Washington, DC, USA, 470 pp., doi: 
10.7930/J0J964J6



SMHI yesterday



Sea level rise in US Climate Science 

Special Report

USGCRP, 2017: Climate Science Special Report: Fourth National Climate Assessment, Volume I [Wuebbles,
D.J., D.W. Fahey, K.A. Hibbard, D.J. Dokken, B.C. Stewart, and T.K. Maycock (eds.)]. U.S. Global Change
Research Program, Washington, DC, USA, 470 pp., doi: 10.7930/J0J964J6



What does the national strategy and ”very

low probability” mean to municipal climate

adaptation?

Harbours turning into new urban districts



New developments in Malmö and 

Helsingborg



New developments in Trelleborg and 

Ystad



Who should decide what ”very low 

probability” implies?

• Municipalities are responsible for planning the use of 

land and water

• The County Administrative Board must repeal the 

municipality’s decision if a development will be 

unsuitable with regard to people’s health or safety, or 

to the risk for accidents, flooding, or erosion

• Boverket write guidance for the supervision made by 

the County Administrative Board

• Who gives guidance to Boverket? 



Summary (my thoughts)

• New complex questions and we are still struggling to 

find out how to solve the issues with “dynamic” sea 

level rise in a “static” spatial planning

• There is a need for a wider discussion on this topic 

both on a national level and within the municipalities

• We need to develop strategies including plan A, plan 

B, plan C, …, that can be adjusted when we get more 

knowledge

• We need to radically decrease our carbon emissions!!! 



Thank you!
anders.rimne@boverket.se





Boverket – National Board of Housing, 

Building and Planning 

What we do related to climate adaptation:

• Give advice to the municipal spatial planning 

according to the Planning and Building Act (2010:900)

• Guide County Administrative Boards with regard to

supervision of municipal spatial planning

• Swedish Building Regulations (BBR)

• Coordinate national climate adaptation of the built 

environment (Since 2018-06-07)


