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• Retreat

• Accommodate

• Protect

http://www.google.se/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKmJeQv6vUAhWiFJoKHVY4Dc4QjRwIBw&url=http://sfpublicpress.org/news/searise/2015-07/four-ways-to-guard-against-sea-level-rise&psig=AFQjCNGKvpwoXa80XDHYMOLvKexBkOXA0Q&ust=1496916623927739


“Adaptation is an ethical issue as it deals with fair processes 

and fair outcomes” (Adger et al., 2017) 

“Adaptation is fundamentally an ethical issue because the 

aim of adaptation is to preserve that which we value” 

(Hartzell-Nichols, 2011)





“Which ethical issues of relevance to 

adaptation to sea level rise can be identified in 

the scientific literature on climate change?”



Eight ethical themes

1. Distributive justice

2. Procedural justice

3. Intergenerational justice

4. Rights

5. Responsibility and compensation

6. Individual and collective responsibility

7. Uncertainty and precaution

8. Fundamental values



1. Distributive justice

Who gets what?

How are the benefits of adaptation distributed?



2. Procedural justice

Who gets to decide? And on what grounds?

How do we ensure that the processes are fair? What tools 

are needed?



3. Intergenerational justice

Costs and benefits are not only distributed within generations 

but also between generations.

What are implications for future generations if we choose to 

build in low lying coastal zones today?



4. Rights

How are our rights affected when society adapts to SLR?

Human rights

Property rights

Propriety rights?

Conflicting rights?



5. Responsibility and compensation

Who should pay for adaptation?

• Polluter pays

• Ability to pay

• Beneficiary pays



6. Individual and collective responsibility

Climate change is “a problem of many hands”

What responsibility does the individual hold for adaptation?

What responsibility does the collective hold?

Institutional responsibility? What responsibility does a 

municipality have in protecting its citizens against rising sea 

levels? The state? Today? Tomorrow?



7. Uncertainty and precaution



7. Uncertainty and precaution

Global mean sea level rise until 2200 for the six scenarios presented in 

the US National Climate Assessment, Sweet et al. (2017). 



7. Uncertainty and precaution

Rather safe than sorry?

Strategies under uncertainty

• Precautionary principle

• Flexible solutions

• No-regret-solutions



8. Fundamental values

What is worth protecting? And why?

Humans and property. But what about:

• Environmental values

• Cultural values

• Other values?



Concluding remarks

Ethical perspective is valuable.

Needs to be incorporated into processes.

And tools?

Further research is needed!

To research the various themes,

And apply them on specific adaptation options.
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